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Anchor Evaluation Committee 

 

The Anchor Evaluation Committee (AEC) was formed in February 2014 in response to concerns in the climbing 

community about the state of fixed anchors in the Mohonk Preserve. The cliffs of the Preserve are some of the 

most popular in the world, and as climber traffic continues to increase, the environmental impact and safety 

of existing anchors requires attention.  A substantial assessment of fixed anchors in the Mohonk Preserve has 

not occurred since the 1990s, and is long overdue.  

High above the ground, ledges on classic routes are suffering from erosion due to heavy foot traffic. Trees on 

popular climbs are stunted and bent after use as rappel anchors for decades. Current anchors contain a host 

of problems such as: corroded hardware, faded slings, visual clutter, and contribute to tree damage, exposed 

roots, and soil erosion.  

It is clear to the AEC that a safer and more environmentally sound solution exists. Much of that solution hinges 

on the state of fixed anchors on the Mohonk Preserve. Currently there are hundreds of anchor stations on the 

Trapps cliff, an unfortunate number of which are unsafe and/or environmentally damaging. 

This committee has individually evaluated over 700 routes in the Trapps and Near Trapps, and has concluded 

that a selective upgrading of approximately 60 anchors will substantially improve climber safety while 

mitigating environmental impact in the future. In some cases, this upgrading will appear as relocating an 

existing anchor from a tree to a more durable location, or replacing slings with material of greater longevity; in 

others, new rappel routes will be added to supplement the popular (and heavily trafficked) routes already 

existing. 

There is a strong precedent supporting the valuable role of fixed anchors in land management. To give a 

recent example from the national level, in 2013 the National Park Service established a policy that allows fixed 

anchors in wilderness areas with Director’s Order #41. This order recognized climbers as a viable user group 

and that their fixed anchors are a necessary and responsible part of their sport. As a second, more local 

example, Minnewaska State Park (which is adjacent to the Mohonk Preserve) recently opened the Dickie Barre 

climbing area for public use. After a period of careful scrutiny it was determined that proactive placement of 

fixed anchors would direct climber traffic away from the fragile cliff-top environment and discourage social 

trails from developing. 

To guide the process of anchor updating and placement, the AEC recommends that any fixed anchor shall 

ideally meet the following criteria. First, it must be unquestionably secure to ensure climber safety when used 

properly. The anchor should also be in a location that is reasonable as a belay stance, and avoids awkward 

or unsafe transitions. Next, the anchor should be on a durable surface such as bare rock or an area in which 

erosion and impact to vegetation will be mitigated. All slings or chains should blend in with the 

surroundings to reduce visual impact; hardware should be of stainless steel to avoid rust stains. An anchor 

that may service parties on multiple routes is preferred. Finally, an anchor that requires infrequent 

maintenance will be durable and safe for many years into the future. 

Cooperation between the Mohonk Preserve and the Gunks Climbers Coalition is paramount to the success of 

this project. It is the hope of the GCC and this committee to work closely with the Preserve, in offices as well 

as on the cliffs. Together, our shared concerns and solutions will allow climbers to tread lightly and preserve 

the Shawangunk Ridge for generations to come.  



 
Figure 1: Erosion on top of Baby. Note severe erosion and exposed roots, and potential formation of 

erosion gully if action is not taken. Also note messy sling anchor. 

 

 
Figure 2 Tree anchor on Betty. Note bark wear on small tree, and frayed, messy spliced wires which 

prevent easy inspection. 



 
Figure 3: Example of improved anchor on City Lights. Note durable surface. Ideally, there would be 

stainless steel hardware to prevent rusting and improve longevity. 

 



 
Figure 4: Improved anchor on top of Ribs. Note that tree is free from impact. Stainless chains would 

be a further improvement. 

 



 
Figure 5: Improved anchor on Three Pines. Note durable, accessible belay stance. 

 



 
Figure 6: Example of appropriate tree anchor. Note healthy soil around base of tree. This case is 

unusual because of the in-cut nature of the cliff edge, which prevents soil runoff. 

 

 
Figure 7: Another example of an appropriate tree anchor. Protected cables around tree base, 

protecting soil from impact and providing durable anchor. 

 



 
Figure 8: Example of inappropriate tree anchor. Cables are damaging to tree, which is too small to 

be trustworthy. Clutter prevent inspection. Visually disruptive. 

 



 
Figure 9: Example of formation of erosion gully; climbers forced to travel over loose stones above 

crowded area. 

 



 
Figure 10: Tree anchor atop Shockley's Ceiling. Anchor is elevated on tree (out of view), which 

encourages climbers to step on sloping base of tree, accelerating erosion. Area approaching edge of 
cliff is suffering from erosion as well. 

 



 
Figure 11: Example of bark wear and unsightly colorful slings. Note black sling tight against bark, 

restricting growth. 

 



 
Figure 12: Tree anchor on Jackie. Note severe erosion at base of tree, exposing roots.; messy, poorly 

tied rappel slings; single rappel ring; significant wear to tree bark. 

 



 
Figure 13: More examples of inappropriate tree anchors. 
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